Neurovirulence tests of three 17D yellow fever vaccine strains.
The results of tests of the neurovirulence of three yellow fever vaccine preparations of different lineages are presented. Two preparations that have been used to make vaccines of acceptable safety and efficacy gave very similar results. A third preparation from the Robert Koch Institute, designated 168-73, was proposed as a reference preparation for the mouse potency assay in 1985 by WHO, but has been more often used as a reference in the monkey neurovirulence test. In the test described here 168-73 was of lower virulence than either of the other two preparations.